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METRO, 4A 


Pontiac parade 
welcomes the 
holiday season 


Holiday festivities bring 
smiles to chilly spectators. 


LIFE, 1E 


This do-it-all 
appliance grows 
in popularity 


Cooks like the advantages 
that Instant Pot offers. 


NATION, 11A 


Senate passes 
massive tax 
overhaul 


Congress hoping to finish 
work on plan by Christmas. 
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Fresh food. 
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Kirk Gibson tackling 
every curveball life 
throws his way 


SPORTS 1C 


AMID HARASSMENT ACCUSATIONS, SOME OF JOHN CONYERS’ 
STAFFERS CALL THE WORK ATMOSPHERE DISTURBING, WHILE 
OTHERS PRAISE HIS PROFESSIONALISM 


U.S. Rep. John Conyers, the longest-serving active member in Congress and co-founder of the 
Congressional Black Caucus, faces the possibility of being forced from office. GETTY IMAGES 


THE CULTURE 
OF CONYERS 


Todd Spangler and Paul Egan 


Detroit Free Press 


WASHINGTON - If there is anything 
many former staff members of U.S. Rep. 
John Conyers agree upon, it is that even 
into his 70s and 80s, the Detroit Demo- 
crat — a civil rights legend — didn’t lack 
for female attention. 

There were “girlfriends” some say, 
women, both young and mature, who 
wanted to take care of him, hang on his 
arm, climb into the back of a car with 
him as he left an event. There were 
those who got special treatment, say 
others. Those who just wanted to be 
around. Those who thought he was a 
“rock star.” 

“They wanted to flirt with him,” said 
TaMorie Sanders, who was Conyers’ 
Washington, D.C., office manager in the 
early 2000s. At times, she said, the flirt- 
ing got so bad she had to stand between 


Sander Levin calls 
it a career after 35 


years in Congress 
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Teenage 
victims: 
45 days in 
rape case 
a betrayal 


High school boy has a court 
hearing Monday; school board 
won't say if he’ll be allowed back 


Tresa Baldas 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


One by one, he charmed them. 

Three middle school girls, two of them only 
12 years old, totally smitten with the high 
school lacrosse player who was paying atten- 
tion to them and wanted to be their friend. 

During his freshman and sophomore 
years, the Brighton High School student 
Snapchatted the girls, used terms like “baby 
girl” and “princess,” listened to their prob- 
lems and played the trusting, big brother. As 
one of the girls’ parents noted, “He seemed 
like a polite young man.” 

He manipulated them all. 

In Livingston County Juvenile Court last 
spring, the bushy-haired, 6-foot-tall athlete 
was charged with 20 counts of first-degree 
criminal sexual conduct on charges of raping 
the three girls on multiple occasions when he 
was 14 and 15 years old. Prosecutors said he 
used his size to overcome them and manip- 
ulated events and the girls to get what he 
wanted. 

A 12-year-old girl was raped in a ditch be- 
hind a Brighton movie theater, they said. An- 


See RAPE, Page 6A 


“It’s hard to believe he harassed 
anyone. He’s a good man.” 


TaMorie Sanders, who was Conyers’ 
Washington, D.C., office manager in the early 2000s 


the congressman and some woman who 
wanted his attention, just to keep him on 
schedule. 

Conyers now finds himself accused of 
far more than flirting, with a series of 
women raising specific and disturbing 
accusations of harassment, of sexual 


advances, of troubling remarks and be- 
havior over the years. A House Ethics 
Committee investigation has been 
launched. A female colleague, U.S. Rep. 
Jackie Speier, D-Calif., on Friday likened 
his conduct to that of a “predator.” 


See CONYERS, Page 5A 
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Brighton mothers Debra, 41, left; Ashley, 33, 
and Jackie, 53, hold a poster they had made 
with a #StandWithTheseGirls hashtag over a 
picture that ran in the Livingston Daily of 
their daughters’ hands. 
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LOW prices. 


Prices and items are effective 
at your local Kroger store thru 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017. 


WITH CARD 
Boneless 


Top Sirloin Steaks 
Value Pack 


WITH CARD 


CHOICE 


Grapes 


TAR 


Red Seedless 
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WITH CARD 
Avocados 


or Mangos 


Download today at 
Kroger.com 
OFFER ENDS: DECEMBER 12, 2017 


*Limited-time offer. Restrictions apply, 
see store for details. 


